HALIFAX REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY
BY-LAW NUMBER A-300

RESPECTING ANIMALSAND RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP

BE IT ENACTED by the Coundil of the Hdifax Regiond Municipdity asfollows

Short Title

1 This By-Law shdl be known as By-Law No. A-300 and may be cited as the “Animal By-

Law”.

I nter pretation

2 Q) In this By-Law,
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“License Adminigrator” means the Adminigirator responsible for the licensing
of animas appointed by the Chief Adminigtrative Officer or designate;

“animd” includes any living mammd, bird, reptile, anphibian, insect or
arachnid, and excludes livestock as defined in the Fences and Detention of
Stray Livestock Act and wildlife as defined by the Wildlife Act, humans and
cats,

“Animd Control Officer” means a palice officer, by-law enforcement officer or
apecid congtable appointed pursuant to the Police Act;

“attack” meansto injure or bite, or to threaten or give the impression of
threstening;

“bite” includes to penetrate the skin by atooth or teeth;
“cat” means anonferd or ferd ca, either maeor femae
“dangerous dog” means any dog which:

() attacks or demondtrates a propensity, tendency or disposition to attack
ahuman being or anima ether on public or private property;

(i) has caused injury to or otherwise endangered the safety of a human
being or animd;;

()  threatensany human being or animd;

(iv) isowned or harboured primarily or in part for the purpose of dog



)

0]
()
(k)

(0

(m)

)

(0)

(P)

fighting;
v) istrained for dog fighting; or
(vi)  isadog for which amuzzle order has been made;

provided that no dog shal be deemed a* dangerous dog” soldly because it
attacks or threatens a trespasser on the property of its owner, harms or
menaces anyone who has tormented or abused it, was at the time of its
aggressive behaviour acting in defence to an attack from aperson or animd,
acting in defence of it'syoung or is aprofessondly trained guard dog for law
enforcement or guard duties;

“dog” means adog, mde or femde, or the offspring resulting from the breeding
of adog and any other animd,;

Repealed
“ferd cat” means any homeess, wild or untamed cat;

“identification device’” means any device required for the identification of an
anima which contains a serid number or other means of identification
corresponding with the number under which the animd is licensed by the
License Adminigrator. Without limiting the generdity of the foregoing, an
identification device may include externd identification devices such astags,
and/or internd identification devices such as microchips,

“leash” means a device used by a person to restrict movement of an anima
which is adequate for the purpose;

“licensg” means alicense issued pursuant to this By-Law;

“licensefeg’ isthe fee for agiven period of time payable to the License
Adminigtrator by the owner of an anima required to be licensed at or before
the time of licengng in the amount established by the Council of the Municipdity
from time to time by Adminigrative Order;

“microchip” means an approved ‘ Canadian Standard’ encoded identification
device implanted into an animal, which contains a unique code that permits or
facilitates access to an owner’ s name, address and telephone number, which is
stored in a central database;

“Municpdity” means Hdifax Regiond Municipdity;
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“Municipd public park” includes any municipd park, school grounds, public
swimming areas, playgrounds or sports or athletic fields owned or operated by
the Municipdity or the Halifax Regiona School Board, but does not include
Provincid or Federa lands,

“muzzle’ means a humane covering device of sufficient strength placed over a
dog's mouth to prevent it from biting;

“noisg’” means an unwanted sound or activity that unreasonably disturbsthe
quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort of convenience of a neighbourhood of
the Municipdity or a part thereof;

“organized hunt” means a controlled, organized pursuit of game or fowl using
trained dogs, by duly licensed hunters;

“owner” when used in respect of an animal, means any person Who poSSesses,
has the care of, has the control of or harbours the animal, and where the person
isaminor, includes the person respongble for the custody of the minor;

“prohibited anima” means an animd listed in the Prohibited Animals of
Adminigtrative Order 11;

“property owner” means.

0] in the absence of proof to the contrary, the person or persons assessed
for the property; or

(i) apart owner, joint owner, tenant in common or joint tenant of the
whole or any part of land or a building;

“runsat large’” when used in repect of an animd, means an animd that is off the
property of it's owner without aleash; and an anima shal be deemed to be
running at large whereit is on any private property or premises without the
permission of the owner or occupant thereof;

“sarvice animd” means any animd individudly trained to do work or perform
tasks for the benefit of the individud with adisability or is used for search and
rescue or law enforcement;

“shelter” means such premises and facilities designated by the Municipdlity as
anima sheltersfor the keeping and digpogition of impounded animals,

“Shelter Keegper” means a person gppointed by the Municipdity, which may



include an employee of the Municipdity, to bein charge of a shdter and
includes a person acting under the supervison and direction of a Shelter

Keeper;

(ab) “spayed or neutered’” means incapable of reproduction as certified by a
licensed veterinarian;

(ac)  “threastens’ means unmuzzled, leashed or unleashed, or unattended by it's
owner, or amember of the owner’sfamily, in avicious or terrorizing manner,
approaches in an gpparent attitude of attack upon streets, sdewalks, any public
grounds or places, or on private property other than the property of the owner;

(ad) “waerfowl” meansatype of bird that primarily lives on or about the water.

Licensing Of Dogs
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No person shal own adog within the Municipdity without having obtained alicense
from the License Adminigtrator within ten (10) days after the person becomes the
owner of the dog, brings the dog into the Municipaity or annualy before the expiration
of any current license.

Notwithstanding subsection (1), a person who possesses, has the care of, has the
control of or harbours a dog for less than sixty (60) daysis not required to license the

dog.

Licensing Procedure
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The owner shdl provide to the License Adminigtrator:

@ the owner’ s name, address, and telephone number;

()  thenameof theanimd,;

(© the description, including its sex, breed, and known or gpproximate age;
(d) a certificate of spaying or neutering for a dog, where appropriate;

(e a certificate of rabies inoculation for a dog, where gppropriate; and

® the gpplicable license fee.

When the gpplication isfor the licenang of a service animd, the owner shal aso
provide to the License Administrator, where gppropriate:

@ a certificate from the Canadian Nationd Indtitute of the Blind or the Hearing Ear
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5
| dentification
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Dogs of Canadain respect of the dog;

(b) a certificate from a qudified medicd practitioner indicating that the owner
suffers from adisability and requires the use of adog that istrained to assst
persons with such disabilities; or

(© a certificate that the dog is used for search and rescue or law enforcement.

The License Adminigrator shal keep arecord of every animal licensed, showing the
date and number of the license, the name and description of the anima with the name
and address of the owner and the respective license category.

Upon receipt of the information described in subsection (1), the License Administrator
shdl supply the owner with an identification device and directions repecting the
placement of the device and areceipt.

Every license shdl be effective for 12 months.

The owner of every animal licensed pursuant to this By-Law shdl keep the
identification device issued to the owner securely affixed or attached to, or ingtaled or
lodged in place on the animal in accordance with the directions provided pursuant to
subsection (4) of Section 4 at al times.

Notwithstanding subsection (1), an identification device intended to be externdly
secured to a dog may be removed from a dog temporarily while the dog is being used
lawfully for hunting, exhibition purposes or engaged in law enforcement duties.

Where an owner fileswith the License Administrator a statutory declaration that an
identification deviceislogt or unusable, the License Adminigtrator may replace the
identification device upon payment of the fee pursuant to Administrative Order 11.

Any anima which does not have avadid identification device shal be deemed not to be
licensed under this By-Law.

Duties of the Owner
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No dog shal:

@ run at large a any time;

(b) damage public or private property;
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defecate on any public or private property other than the property of it's owner
without the owner immediately removing the defecation;

be un-spayed, in heat and not be confined insde a dog-proof enclosure; or

beinamunicipa public park designated by signage as an area prohibiting
dogs.

Notwithstanding clause (a) of subsection (1), adog can be without a leash provided

that the dog is.

@ participating in an organized hunt, organized dog exhibition events, or dog
fidd trids

(b) participating in a search and rescue training or operation, or police training or
operation;

(© working on afarm; or

(d) within amunicipa public park where the areais designated by sgnage asan

areawhere dogs are permitted to be without aleash subject to such limitations
as are posted.

Any owner of adog which dog engagesin any of the prohibited activities or failsto
comply with any of the duties in subsection (1) shdl be guilty of an offence under this
By-Law.

The owner of any dog that atacks any person or another animd is guilty of an
offence under this By-Law.

Where an Anima Control Officer has reason to believe that adog has attacked a
person or another animal, and the owner of the dog has been identified, the Animal
Control Officer may do any one or combination of the following enforcement actions.

@
(b)
(©
(d)

issue the owner a notice to muzzle the dog;
issue the owner a notice to microchip the dog;
classfy the dog as a* dangerous dog’ in the municipa registry; or

destroy the dog without permitting the owner to clam it and issue the owner a
notice informing that the dog has been destroyed.



3 When a dog has been classified as a dangerous dog pursuant to clause (¢) of
subsection (2), the owner shdl:

@ keep the dog securely restrained either indoors or inside an escape-proof
enclosure that does not dlow the dog to jump, climb or dig itsway out of while
it is on the property of the owner; and

(b) muzzle, securely leash, and ensure that the dog is under the control of a person
not under 18 years of age when the dog is off the property of the owner.

4) Where an owner has been served with a notice pursuant to clause (@) or (b) of
subsection (2), the failure of the owner to comply with any notice shdl be an offence
under this By-Law.

) Any owner of adog who falsto comply with subsection (3) shdl be guilty of an
offence under this By-Law.

Animal Offences
9 Q) No anima not being a cat, dog or bird shall:

@ be off the premises of the owner a any time unlessthe animd is.
() enclosed insde an escape-proof building or fenced areg; or

(D) enclosed insde an escape-proof aguarium, pen, cage or container of
durable congtruction; or

(i) securdly tethered on aleash, harness, chain or other devicein an
escape-proof manner, provided that this sub-clause shall not apply to

reptiles;
(b) attack a person or another animd,;
(© damage any public or private property; or

(d) defecate on any public or private property other than the property of it's
owner, and the owner fallsto immediately remove the defecation.

2 Any owner of an animd which anima engagesin any of the prohibited activities
or fallsto meet any of the duties in subsection (1) shal be guilty of an offence under this
By-Law.

Prohibited Animal Offences
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No person shall:
@ be the owner of aprohibited animd;

(b) dispose of any prohibited anima except by releasing the said animd to an
Anima Control Officer; or
(© <l or offer for sde any prohibited animd.

Any owner who causes or permits the occurrence of any of the prohibited activities or
failsto meet any of the duties in subsection (1) shal be guilty of an offence under this
By-Law.

Notwithstanding clause (a) of subsection (1), it shal not be an offence to be the owner
of aprohibited animd if:

@ the owner isa university, zoo, museum or other facility for the preservation as
gpecimens of naturd history or for scientific purposes, or

(b) the animd is owned for the purpose of entertaining the public; and the owner
has authorization to be the owner of the anima under any statute or regulation
of the Parliament or Government of Canada or the Legidature or Government
of Nova Scotia.

Provided that the animd is licensed and micro chipped in accordance with this By-
Law within ninety (90) days of this By-Law coming into force and effect, this  section
shdl not apply to an anima owned on the coming into force of this by-law.

Seizure and Impounding of Animals
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Any animd found running a large may be seized and impounded by an Anima
Control Officer.

Repealed.

Repealed.

No owner of an anima shdl knowingly or unknowingly dlow any animd to make noise
excessvdy.

For the purposes of this section, adog shall be deemed to be making noise excessvely
if it barks or howls repeatedly for a period of twenty (20) minutes.

Feeding of Waterfowl and Pigeons



13 D No person shal feed waterfowl or pigeons a sSite specific locations as determined
by Council or Community Council on property owned by the Municipdity as
prescribed by an Administrative Order.

2 Subsection (1) shal not gpply to Municipa staff or contractors on behdf of the
Municipdity who feed waterfowl or pigeons on property owned by the Municipdity.

Powers of Animal Control Officer
14 D An Animd Control Officer, while pursuing any animd in enforcing this By-Law,
may pass over the land of any person, but this section shal not be so construed asto
provide immunity againg an action for damage suffered.

2 If any animal is at large and cannot be seized safely, an Animd Control Officer, who
believes on reasonable grounds that the animal poses a danger to a person or another
anima and the owner is not readily able to be found, may immediately, without notice
to the owner, destroy the animd, in a humane manner.

Shelter K eeper

15 D The Municipdity may establish and maintain such shetersasmay benecesssy  and
may gppoint a Shelter Keeper who shall have charge of such facilities together with any
necessary assistants, or may contract for the provison of the services.

2 The Municipdity may enter into an agreement in writing with any person or
association gppointing that person or association as the Shelter Keeper.

3 All animads captured by a citizen or an Anima Control Officer shal be ddivered to the
Shelter Keeper as soon as possible after capture.

4) The Shelter Keeper shdl recaive dl animas seized and ddivered pursuant to this By-
Law, and shdl detain the same and furnish them with food and water fora  period
of three (3) days.

) During the three (3) day period designated by subsection (4), the Shelter Keeper shdll
make reasonable efforts to notify the owner of the animd.

(6) If an impounded animd isinjured, Sck or otherwise in need of medica care, the
Shelter Keeper shdl ensure that basic veterinary trestment is provided so that life
is not endangered and that pain is reduced consstent with humane principles. The
Shelter Keeper may decide, after areasonable period of observation and based
upon reasonable grounds, to destroy the animal.

@) If the Shelter Keeper believes on reasonable grounds that an impounded animal poses
adanger to a person or another animd, the Shelter Keeper may, without notice to the
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owner, destroy the animd in an immediate and safe manner.

The Shelter Keeper shdl sdll or destroy an impounded prohibited anima without
permitting any person to claim it, unless the owner is one of the classesidentified in
subsection (3) of Section 10 and has authorization to be the owner of the anima under
any datute or regulation of the Parliament or Government of Canada or the Legidature
or Government of Nova Scotia

The municipdity may, by adminigtrative Order, establish a committee to monitor
shelter operations and establish guidelines on humane treatment and euthanasia

Unredeemed Animals
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Fees
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If an animd is not redeemed within three (3) business days, or otherwise dedlt with by
this By-Law, the anima shal become the property of the Shelter Keeper and may:

@ be sold; adopted; or
(b) be euthanised.

The Shelter Keeper shdl keep dl animals seized. Where there is an action before the
Court involving a seized animd, until such time as a Court orders otherwise.

Notwithstanding any other provison of this By-law, no animd kept by the Shelter
Keeper may be sold, adopted, or otherwise disposed of for laboratory or any other

experimental purpose.

Subject to subsections (7) and (8) of Section 15, the owner of any impounded
animd, or a person having the written authorization of the owner, may redeem the
anima from the shelter upon payment of the following:

@ redemption fee;

(b) boarding fee for each day, or part thereof, that the anima has been impounded;
(© any veterinary fees incurred while the animd is impounded; and

(d) alicensefeg, if required.

The fees payable in subsection (1) shal be those established by the Regiona Council
pursuant to Administrative Order 11, the License and Fees Adminigtrative Order.

If an animd is not released to its owner, the fees payable in subsection (1) may be



recovered by the Municipdity from the owner as a debt.

Offenses and Penalties
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A person who contravenes any section of this By-Law isliable upon summary
conviction to aminimum penaty of not less than two hundred dallars ($200.00) and a
maximum pendty of not more than five thousand dollars ($5000.00), and in

default of payment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding sixty (60) days.

Upon conviction, any costs incurred, including license fees for any unlicensed fee
charge pursuant to this By-Law, by the Municipdity or the Shelter Keeper, may be
Imposed as a fine upon the person.

No Shdter Keeper shdl release any animd  to its owner, until such owner pays
al fees, costs and expenses of the Shelter Keeper while the animal was impounded and
kept at the shelter.

Effective Date
19 This By-Law shdl comeinto effect on April 1, 2008.

Repeal
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Section 7 of By-Law No. 8 of the Halifax County Municipdity, the Mischiefs and
Nuisances By-Law, isrepeded.

By-Law W-201 of the City of Dartmouth, being a by-law with respect to the feeding
of waterfowl, is repeded.

By-Law Number 63 of the Haifax County Municipdity, the Anima Defecation By-
Law, isrepeded.

By-Law Number 22931 of the Town of Bedford, Respecting Exotic Pets, is repealed.

By-Law Number 12 of the Hdifax County Municipdity, the Animas By-Law, is
repealed.

Ordinance 184 of the City of Hdifax, the Reptiles Ordinance, is repealed.

By-Law E-300 of the City of Dartmouth, being a by-law to regulate keeping of reptiles
and arachnids within the City of Dartmouth, is repedled.

By-law D-100 of the Hdifax Regiona Municipdity, Respecting the Regigtration and
Regulation of Dogsis repeded.

Done and passed this 23" day of October, 2007.



Mayor Peter J. Kdly

JuliaHorncastle, Acting Municipa Clerk

[, JuliaHorncagtle, Acting Municipa Clerk for the Hdifax Regiond Municipdity, hereby certify thet the
above-noted by-law was passed a a mesting of the Halifax Regiona Council held on October 23,
2007

JuliaHorncadtle, Acting Municipa Clerk
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